
IRONBARK MINING Pty Ltd

Exploration Licence Application

EL007515

Located between Wangaratta and Beechworth



What is an Exploration Licence?

An Exploration Licence grants exclusive rights, subject to conditions, to explore for minerals in the area 
of the tenement.  Mining is NOT permitted on an Exploration Licence. An Exploration Licence is 
granted for a period of up to five years, with the option to apply for a renewal for a further five years.

Exploration may include a range of activities from office-based reviews, walking areas to identify rock 
and mineral types, collecting samples of soil or rock, to exploration drilling specific smaller target areas 
within the Exploration Licence.  Exploration aims to determine if there are any minerals under the 
ground which may be suitable for mining at a later stage.

Less than one percent (1%) of exploration projects progress to an established mining operation.

Exploration Licences are regulated by the State Government of Victoria primarily by the Earth 
Resources Regulation, however certain activities will be regulated by other State agencies.  Further 
information regarding Exploration Licences can be found at the following:

https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/legislation-and-regulations/guidelines-and-codes-of-
practice/exploration-licence-guidelines

https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/community-and-land-use/landholder-information

https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/legislation-and-regulations/guidelines-and-codes-of-practice/exploration-licence-guidelines
https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/community-and-land-use/landholder-information


Exploration Licence Location

• Exploration Licence EL007515 is situated between the regional 
communities of Wangaratta (to west) and Beechworth (to east)

• Most of the tenement application area is situated over Freehold 
(private) Land, with much of the land recognised as prime 
agricultural land contributing to the local and State communities

• Situated within, and immediately surrounding the tenement 
application area there has been historic mining for Molybdenite, 
Gold and Tin ores

• Ironbark Mining plan to undertake initial desktop reviews of the 
historic mining and past exploration, later to be possibly 
combined with programs of mapping including soil samples and 
rock chip samples, were access is able to be gained from the land 
owner and occupier.



Proposed Work Program – Year 1

• Compilation of historic reports relating to past mining and exploration within the EL007515 area, 
researching past geological reports, newspaper and journal articles, other literature

• Compilation of all previous data from past exploration and mining phases.  Different phases of exploration 
have been undertaken over the application area by different companies employing may varied 
techniques.  This will be collated and databased into a single structure

• Computer modelling of all available data pertaining to past exploration and mining

• Identification of initial targets that may warrant surface mapping and sampling (both rock and soil)

• Identification of any physical exploration data available to the application area, such as drill core 
availability from previous exploration programs, sometimes retained by the Geological Survey of Victoria 

• Community Engagement, developing an understanding of the land managers, environmental concerns to 
proposed operations, identification of flora and fauna sensitive sites.



Proposed Work Program – Year 2

• Anticipate the commencement of Low Impact Exploration field work (subject to land access).  Initial Low 
Impact Exploration would be expected to consist of walking/geological mapping specific project areas of 
interest collecting rock samples from available (if available) surface outcrop

• Expected the commencement of surface soil geochemistry programs to assist in better defining geologic 
structures of interest.  Soil geochemical programs are considered Low Impact, and typically consist of 
collecting 250-500 grams of soil from beneath the vegetation layer on a pre-determined grid.  Soils are 
analysed for multiple elements, which may indicate the presence a more significant structure which could 
warrant further exploration

• Preparation and development of maps and plans identifying areas of Freehold Land which may be 
considered beneficial to gain access to in order to advance exploration.  This would lead to attempts to 
communicate with Landholders and Owners to seek access to the Freehold Land parcels of interest

• Preparation of Work Plans, identify communities which may be affected by proposed operations, identify 
environmental concerns, heritage and Traditional Owner areas of concern

• Monitoring of environmental and social impacts of operations, preparing information sessions or 
publications to the communities in which further work may be expected to be undertaken.



Proposed Work Program – Years 3-5      

Following the completion of identifying prospective zones of mineralisation, it maybe expected that further 
exploration could be warranted, which will focus on sub-surface understanding.  Such exploration methods 
may require the involvement of drilling techniques and/or maybe costeaning/trenches.

• Aircore drilling which allows sampling of the bedrock below any gravels or transported material lying 
above

• Reverse circulation and or diamond drilling of prospective mineralised zones

• Shallow surface trenching/costeans providing understanding of the geology and allow sampling

• Geological assessment and computer modelling of recently geological data as acquired.  Estimation of 
mineral resource potential where applicable, further design and planning if required to further define 
identified mineralised targets

• Exploration focus will predominantly concentrate on shallow mineralisation, with deeper mineralisation 
being the lesser, but maybe longer-term priority

• Monitoring of environmental and social impacts of operations, and reporting and communicating with the 
relevant communities



Managing impacts on the Environment

As part of the company Safety Management System Ironbark maintains an Environmental Policy aimed at 
minimising or mitigating any detrimental effects our operations may have on the environment.  This can be 
achieved through responsible planning and management of company activities.  Some of the controls to be 
implemented by the company are as follows:

➢ Work within the Code of Practice for Mineral Exploration* as a minimum guideline
➢ Educate and train all employees and contractors on operational best practice and procedures
➢ Ensure adequate planning prior to commencing task, risks are identified and managed accordingly
➢ If surface disturbance is required, where possible utilise previously disturbed surface areas
➢ If surface is disturbed, ensure rehabilitation is co-ordinated at the earliest and appropriate time
➢ Acting promptly and responsibly to correct potential incidents which may result in environmental harm
➢ Provide safe storage and disposal of consumables and wastes
➢ Ensure contractor and equipment selection is based on incident and environmental management.
➢ Awareness of Environmental, Social, Cultural and Indigenous Heritage issues relating to the work site.
➢ Monitoring and auditing of operations prior to, during and post task completion

* https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/legislation-and-regulations/guidelines-and-codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-
mineral-exploration



Managing impacts on the Community

As part of the company Safety Management System Ironbark maintains a Community Engagement Policy 
aimed at developing, maintaining and improving relationships with all community stakeholders (government 
agencies, local communities, interest groups and employees), this will be achieved by the company as 
follows:

➢ Work within the Code of Practice for Mineral Exploration* as a minimum guideline
➢ Educate and train all employees and contractors on the value of Community Engagement
➢ Ironbark considers Community Engagement a vital component of all exploration activities at all operating 

sites
➢ Ironbark will consult and engage with stakeholders during all stages of the proposed work plan, where 

possible incorporating feedback into design and planning
➢ Prior to commencing work Ironbark will ensure appropriate communications with the affected land 

managers, including obtaining the required consents and compensation agreements where required
➢ Regular consultation with stakeholders through media, newsletters, letter drops of affected properties, 

information sessions and public meetings.
➢ Senior personnel engaged in the proposed work activities will be familiar with the community they are 

expected to work in, and capable of communicating effectively with stakeholders and community.
* https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/legislation-and-regulations/guidelines-and-codes-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-
mineral-exploration



Further Information

Ironbark Mining is committed to providing a safe operating environment to employees, contractors, the 
environment, community and stakeholders.

If you have any concerns or enquiries relating to the current or proposed operations of Ironbark Mining, you 
area encouraged to contact us through the following:

03) 5327 2555 – This number is attended 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, you will always be able to 
talk to someone.

Info.ironbark@cgt.net.au – Your enquiry will be forwarded to the appropriate person in the Company to 
best communicate with you.

Further information on Energy and Earth Resources can be obtained from the website:

https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/
Information on the location of your property, or area of interest, in proximity to licences in Victoria can be 
found at:

https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/licensing-approvals/location-of-licences/licences-near-me

mailto:info@cgt.net.au
https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/
https://earthresources.vic.gov.au/licensing-approvals/location-of-licences/licences-near-me



